York Older

People’s Assembly

The voice of older people

speaking up for themselves

What is the Assembly?

What does it do?

How is it different from other older people's groups?

The Assembly is part of a thriving movement of older people’s organisations throughout England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland working in partnership with local councils and health authorities to change attitudes and services in order to achieve an improved society for older people across the UK.

How?
It has been acknowledged by government, the public sector and society as a whole that a radical change of perspective is needed if public services are to meet the challenges of our ageing society. To achieve this in York, the York Older People's Assembly was set up as an older people's advisory group (OPAG).  The York Assembly works closely with the City of York Council (CYC) and Primary Care Trust (PCT).

Assembly members are invited to be part of the Council's scrutiny boards; others sit on social services boards with still more attending PCT meetings and boards. To help us in this work we have Champions who are Counsellors that can raise matters that we have identified at full Council meetings. Other Champions can raise issues at PCT Board meetings and Hospital Trust Board meetings.

From this you will see that the Assembly is not only active in York, but it also has the teeth to be able to address issues. If the issue is somewhat bigger and cannot be resolved locally and needs the government of the day to make changes, this is done through OPAG United Kingdom (OPAG UK). Elected members throughout the UK sit on OPAG UK and can debate issues that need government intervention.  Issues are then taken to government ministers and top ranking officers via the Department of Works & Pensions.

Changes are not made overnight and can take so long that we ourselves might not live to see some of them.  But it feels good that we might be bringing positive changes for older people in the future.

However, for the Assembly to be able to do its work properly, we need YOU.  We need to know what your views are; we need you to tell us what changes need to take place.  Too often we have left it for other organisations to represent us and then only to say what they "think" the elderly need.  
We can speak for ourselves !

How can you be part of this?

By filling in the membership form on page 4 below.
By coming to meetings and giving your views on a variety of topics.

Do you belong to an older people's group in your area?

Then maybe you have issues that have been raised locally and can be a spokesperson for your area, ward or parish? Together we have a stronger voice.

Membership is free

Just fill in the form below and give it to a member, or post it.

Take one for a friend and come to meetings together.

We do not take up individual people's problems, only issues that affect the community as a whole.

However, if you have a personal problem we might be able to advise where to go for help.

YORK OLDER PEOPLE’S ASSEMBLY

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP

To be eligible for membership a person must:

1. Be aged 50 or over at your last birthday

2. Live within the City of York Council boundaries

3. If representing an organisation, be nominated by the Chairperson of that organisation. 
Name (please print)________________________________________________

Address​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​_________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

Postcode________Tel________________Email_________________________

Signed_______________________________Date_______________________
FOR REPRESENTATIVES OF AN ORGANISATION

Proposer’s Name_________________________________________________

Organisation________________________________________________
Organisation’s Address ___________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

Postcode________Tel________________Email_________________________

Signed_______________________________Date_______________________

Please return to: 

YOPA

Suite H, Holgate Villa
22 Holgate Rd
York
YO24 4AB
Tel: 01904 634661 
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